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July 1, 2005

TO: Executive Board Members
Parish Presidents/Chairmen
Secretary Treasurers & Council Clerks
Parish Managers/Administrators
Region Presidents

FROM: Roland J. Dartez, Executive Director

2005 REGULAR SESSION REPORT NO. 9
THE FINAL WRAP-UP

The 2005 Regular Session, as with prior Fiscal Sessions, required us to play a lot of defense. For the
most part we were able to urge the legislature to defeat a large number of bills that would have
~dramatically impacted local government revenue. In past years the big issues surrounded sales and use
tax exemptions, but this session focused significantly on ad valorem millage rates and roll-forward
authority. There were 72 pieces of legislation that sought to grant ad valorem exemptions, cap millage
rates, or restrict or repeal the authority to roll-forward. By and large we were able to defeat or amend
‘most of these bills. The ones that did make it through the process have either been amended to lessen
the negative impact or will need approval as a constitutional amendment in November of 2006. Then, as
every year, there was the Budget. Below is a breakdown of what we accomplished.

BUDGET NOTES
HB 1 _
» Rural Development Fund - $7,586,933
» Video Draw Poker Local Government Aid - $43,000,000
» Fire Insurance Fund - $14,500,000
¢ Parish Transportation Fund - $39,200,000
* Parish Roads - $31,237,500
»  Mass Transit - $4,962,500
» Off-system Bridges (Match Program) - $3,000,000
For the second year in a row the Governor's Rural Task Force recommendation’s went unfunded during the
legislative session, despite the fact that representatives from the Governor's Office of Rural Development
foured the state last fall at our region meetings assuring our members that the Rural Parish Road and Bridge
funds would receive direct appropriations at the level of 6 million and 3 million dollars respectfully. We will
. continue to support Chairman Senator Noble Ellington and the entire Task Force in their efforts.
HB 841 — Revenue Sharing Fund - $90,000,000

BILLS WE SUPPORTED THAT PASSED

SB 258 passed and was the first bill signed by the Governor (Act 1). This reinstates the $500K cap on general
damage claims per injured person against the State and local governments.

HB 625 (Act 96) solves the IRS problem with JP and Constable supplemental pay and off-duty officer witness
fees. The new provisions will take effect Jan. 1, 2006.

HB 219 (pending) authorizes an increase in the OMV fees used to operate local OMV offices.

HB 133 (pending) allows for the termination of new civil service hires before the working test period expires.

HB 285 (pending) increases the maximum fine for violating a RR crossing signal.

HB 474 (pending) provides for an income tax check-off to fund the Community-based Primary Health Care
Initiative Fund.

SB 48 (Act 120) provides immunity from certain liability for drainage districts.

SB 142 (Act 148) provides for the reimbursement to the parish or tax sale purchaser of certain notice costs when
a taxpayer redeems tax sale or adjudicated property.

SB 322 (Act 156) provides for the Brownfields Investor Tax Credit.



